The editors have gathered contributions and commentary from the United Kingdom, France, North America, Africa and Australia, ensuring a broad perspective. The book has a well-thought-out structure. Chapters summarizing basic science and technical aspects of noenatal anaesthesia are followed by chapters covering practical aspects. The management of the very premature infant is appropriately given a separate chapter.
As mentioned in the preface, neonatal anaesthesia is both art and science and differing solutions to the same clinical problems have evolved. The use of a heterogeneous panel of experienced paediatric anaesthetists to comment on the neonatal anaesthetic scenarios in the "Specialists' Neonatal Anaesthetic Chapter" is a good idea. In the more specialized area of neonatal cardiac surgery a pithy summary of the field is provided but, as is appropriate for a book of this nature, discussion of alternatives and controversies is kept to a minimum. The chapter on management of difficult intubation in neonates and small children is an excellent source of well-organized safe advice.
The inclusion of chapters on transport, resuscitation and neonatal anaesthesia in developing countries show that the authors have thought about the "big picture" and not assumed that all newborns will be looked after by specialists in referral hospitals in developed countries. Appropriate stabilization and transport arrangements may determine the outcome for a neonate with a surgical emergency in a district hospital. Similarly, neonatal resuscitation, often the primary responsibility of paediatricians, must be of a high standard and immediate for optimum results. These chapters provide useful summaries and protocols especially for those based in, or advising, peripheral centres. The "View from Developing Countries" is thought provoking and informed. Apart from the practical advice given it should provide some reflection by anaesthetists in developed countries about what they may take for granted.
Although the "art" of neonatal anaesthesia may tempt the reviewer to air personal preferences or take exception to details in a book such as this, I will restrict myself to a single quibble. One of the great advances in paediatric anaesthesia has been the standardization of breathing circuit connections. This has reduced confusion and increased safety. This book recommends a small endotracheal tube connector (8.5 mm rather than the ISO standard 15 mm) for small children. I believe the suggested advantages of this practice are largely illusory and the risks substantial.
This book would be a useful addition to the library of anaesthesia departments that do any neonatal cases and especially those hospitals that provide paediatric anaesthetic training. Anaesthetists, at any level of traning, with an interest in neonatal anaesthesia will find much of interest and value in this volume.
IAN MCKENZIE Melbourne, Vic. This textbook documents the important developments that have occurred over recent years in the field of urological surgery and outlines the challenges faced by anaesthetists who work in this area. Originating from the Cornell University Medical Centre in New York, the text covers a wide range of urological and related procedures including renal transplantation, adrenal surgery, radical surgery for cancer of the kidney, prostate and bladder, paediatric urology, emergency procedures and urological day surgery. Recent developments in the fields of laparoscopic urology, laser surgery and extracorporeal shockwave lithotripsy are also well covered. The fifteen chapters are well presented, each preceded by a table of contents and concluded with a summary of the important points covered and a suggest list for further reading. Each chapter stands alone, which is of advantage to the occasional reader seeking complete coverage of a particular area. It does not, however, encourage the reading of the book as a whole because a number of subjects such as renal
